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DRAWING CLUB, PRINT POSTERS & WEB BANNER
CLIENT: THE ART INSTITUTE OF WASHINGTON

MEDIA: ADOBE INDESIGN / SIZE: 11” X 17”, 768 PX X 240 PX



PRINT & WEB AD DESIGNS
CLIENTS: BLUFFTON TODAY, ISLAND PACKET

MEDIA: ADOBE INDESIGN / SIZE: VARIED



BANNER DESIGN (LEFT)

CLIENT: THE WRITING CENTER AT NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
MEDIA: ADOBE INDESIGN / SIZE: 32” X 80” 

AD DESIGNS (CENTER AND RIGHT)

CLIENT: BLUFFTON TODAY
MEDIA: ADOBE INDESIGN / SIZE: VARIED



LOGO DESIGNS, C89 AND GENEVA’S CHICKEN & CORNBREAD
 CLIENTS: STEPHEN BENSON II (LEFT)/ GENEVA WADE  (CENTER)

ADOBE PHOTOSHOP AND ILLUSTRATOR 

LOGO DESIGN, THE COOL CONSUMER
CLIENT: MICAH BINNS

MEDIA: ADOBE ILLUSTRATOR



NAME: LauraWiggins, MSN,
APRN, BC-ANP, ACHPN
TITLE: Palliative care nurse

practitionerAGE: 37

SALARYRANGE: $69,991-
$101,755, according to salary.com.
WHAT SHEDOES: Laura

Wiggins is an oncology nurse-
turned-palliative care nurse practi-
tioner specializing in alleviating
physical, emotional, social and

spiritual symptoms related to
chronic and terminal illnesses at
the Steward Center for Palliative
Care.
HOWSHEGOT THE JOB: "I

kind of landed here by happen-
stance,"Wiggins said.Working as

a triage nurse at St. Joseph's
Candler Hospital after graduate
school, another nurse recom-
mended thatWiggins apply for an
opening with Hospice Savannah
because of her oncology back-
ground. Her home-health position

with Hospice Savannah transi-
tioned into her current role when
the Steward Center opened as an
in-hospital service for terminally
and chronically ill patients.
EDUCATION:Wiggins got a

bachelor's degree in nursing from
theMedical College of Georgia in
1992. In 2001, she graduated from
Armstrong Atlantic State
University with amaster's degree
in nursing and concentration as an
adult nurse practitioner.
InMarch 2007,Wiggins

received her advanced certification
in hospice and palliative nursing.
She attends conferences and
courses to meet the continuing
education requirements for her
field, and every five years shemust
apply to renew her certification as
a nurse practitioner.
As for the palliative care train-

ing,Wiggins said, "It was really
on-the-job training along with the
background I already had in
oncology nursing as well as nurs-
ing of terminally ill patients."
SKILLSNEEDED: In addition

to the technical degree(s) needed
to be a palliative care nurse,
Wiggins said a specific personality
is required. "You have to have
patience, to be caring, compas-
sionate, a good listener. I would
say someone who has an easygo-
ing nature because I talk about
very difficult things."
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE:

Wiggins' first job as a registered
nurse was atMemorial University
Medical Center, where she had a
rotation as a nurse resident in the
oncology area.
"We did a lot of bedside nursing

for terminally ill patients and it
really startedmy interest andmy
love for what I do now,"Wiggins
said.
AfterMemorial, Wiggins took a

job at a home health agency.
"Once they found out I had oncol-
ogy experience, I started getting
most of the patients who had can-
cer and other terminal illnesses,"
she said.
A TYPICALDAY: A substantial

part of palliative care involves con-
ducting "family conferences."

Wiggins travels to a specific hospi-
tal at the request of a physician
andmeets with patients and their
families and usually a social work-
er, the attendingmedical physi-
cian(s) and sometimes a chaplain
in order to collectively determine
goals and options of care.
REWARDSOF THE JOB: "For

our patients who go into remis-
sion, we are extremely happy
when that happens,"Wiggins said.
"If their pain gets under control
we can discharge them from pal-
liative care and they canmanage
their ownmedication regimen.
"The one thing I found with

patients who have cancer is that
they're so grateful for whatever
you do for them to keep them out
of pain."
DOWNSIDEOF THE JOB:

"Discussions concerning end-of-
life care issues can be emotionally
draining at times,"Wiggins said.
"Caring for patients my age or
younger makes me realize my own
mortality; and yes, the death of a
patient is always sad but I believe
when someone is terminally ill
their death brings about healing
and an end to suffering."
MEMORABLEMOMENT:

Wiggins mentioned one patient in
particular, a woman in her mid-
40s who was diagnosed with
stage-four cancer and responded
extremely well toWiggins' pallia-
tive care plan. "We knew if her
pain was well-controlled she
would have the energy to come in
and get the chemotherapy treat-
ments in hopes of getting her can-
cer into remission,"Wiggins said.
"She is the one patient that I've
had that I always say she's my
'poster child' for palliative care;
this lets you know it really does
work."
FUTURE CAREERGOALS:

Wiggins said she would consider
teaching but that will be years
from now. "Other nurse practi-
tioners need to be trained to do
what I do, and so eventually I
would like to get into teaching,"
Wiggins said. "Because palliative
care is so new, there are not a lot
of us around."

Carl Elmore/Savannah Morning News

Palliative care nurse practitioner Laura Wiggins pauses while examining a patient’s chart.

ON THE JOB WITH LAURA WIGGINS

Nurse practitioner pioneers
field for helping terminally ill

BY EMILY GREEN
For the Savannah Morning News
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Wendy Cohen has no childhood
memories of Hanukkah to pass on
to her three children.
No heirloom menorah to light

together.
No family latke recipes to share.
However, she has plenty of

memories of celebrating
Christmas.
The Christian-born

Savannahian converted to Judaism
after marrying husband Jon.
As a relative newcomer to the

faith, Cohen has made special
efforts to learn cultural and reli-
gious nuances so she can help her
children build a strong Jewish
identity.
One way the family has learned

to do that is through rituals.
"I guess in the same way some

families get together and make
Easter eggs for Easter, we make
candles for Hanukkah," Cohen
said. "Our family will sometimes
help us do that. We'll decorate
them, put glitter on them and
make them fancy."
Each night during the eight-day

"Festival of Lights," the family will
light one of the candles on the
menorah.
Developing family rituals helps

shift emphasis away from presents
and onto the true meaning of the
holidays, says syndicated Jewish
parenting columnist Sharon Duke
Estroff.
In her new book "Can I Have a

Cell Phone for Hanukkah: The
Essential Scoop on Raising Jewish
Kids," the Atlanta author explains
how family traditions can also help
build Jewish identity despite the
overwhelming influences of
Christmas this time of year.
"Thanks to its opportune timing,

Hanukkah - once aminor holiday -
has become a defining Jewish
event for American children,"
Estroff said in the book.
"It's especially important, there-

fore, that we take this holiday
beyond amaterialistic level."
Estroff suggests centering each

night of the eight-day celebration
around a theme, such as giving to
charity, watching movies together,
discussing books or inviting non-
Jewish friends over to play games
and sing songs.
Learning the rituals
At the Shalom School in

Savannah, religious education
involves learning about the daily
rituals and traditions of the Jewish
faith.
"There are rituals connected

with our religion every day of the
week and every action in life," said
Principal Jules Kerness. "All of this
creates an identity that connects
you with your roots and with your
religion."
As the holidays approach, the

school leads the students in
Hanukkah songs and games, the
telling of the Hanukkah story and
special blessings said over lighting
themenorah.
Because many children at the

Shalom School are from interfaith

families, teachers also talk to the
children about distinguishing the
difference between Hanukkah and
Christmas.
"That's a fact of life today.

There's a great deal of intermar-
riage," Kerness said.
"We talk about Hanukkah being

our holiday, but it's certainly OK to
help your other relatives celebrate
their holiday. We try to maintain
the separate identity for the child."
A preschool teacher at the

Shalom School, Wendy Cohen
understands the pressure some
parents feel to compensate for the
Christmas fervor.
She explained how questions

from her 5-year-old caused her to
think carefully about her response.
"Does Santa Claus come to our

house?" he recently asked.
"No, we're Jewish," she replied.

"Santa Claus brings presents to
children who celebrate Christmas.
We don't celebrate Christmas in
our house."
Cohen said she tries help steer

children away from
"Christmasizing" Hanukkah.
"Some families I know have a

Hanukkah bush they'll decorate,"
she said. "They'll give a present for
each night of Hanukkah, which I
think is very confusing to some
children.
"While being Jewish on

Christmas could seem like one of
theworse things in theworldwhen
you're not doing anything on
Christmas - especially when
Hanukkah doesn't fall on
Christmas - I think it's important
for kids to understand that being
Jewish means that you're differ-
ent."

Hunter McRae/Savannah Morning News

Max Cohen, 8, makes beeswax candles with friends, including Uri Locker, 7, back, at his
house Monday in preparation for Hanukkah and places one of the candles on a menorah.

HANUKKAH IDEAS FOR THE FAMILY
• Charity night: Give your children a set amount to spend and take them to the toy
store, where they can pick out a gift for a needy child. Let them personally deliver it
to a children’s hospital, homeless shelter or charity drop-off point.
• Treasure hunt night: Make a treasure map for your kids to follow in order to find
their loot for the night.
• Latke-making night: Whether it is peeling, washing or frying, making latkes,
Jewish potato pancakes, is almost as much fun for kids as eating them. If you’re
feeling ambitious, make some extra and take them to a soup kitchen or shelter.
•Homemade present night: By stocking up on art supplies, having each family
member draw a name and proceeding to make a special gift for that person, you
create a tradition as meaningful as it is messy.

Source: “Can I Have a Cell Phone for Hanukkah? The Essential Scoop on Raising Jewish Kids” by Sharon
Duke Estroff. Published by Broadway Books, a division of Random House, in 2007.

The gift of tradition
Hanukkah starts at
sundown: Jewish
families combine faith
with holiday spirit
to build identity and
lasting memories

BY DANA CLARK FELTY
912-652-0311
dana.felty@savannahnow.com

“I guess in the same way some families get
together and make Easter eggs for Easter,
we make candles for Hanukkah.”

Wendy Cohen

Hunter McRae/Savannah Morning News

Wendy Cohen teaches her daughter,
Reese, 2, how to make a beeswax
candle Monday while making
candles for menorahs in preparation
for Hanukkah.

ABOUT HANUKKAH
Also known as the festival of lights, Hanukkah honors the story
of the Maccabees, a small band of Jewish fighters who liberated
the land of Israel from the Syrian Greeks who occupied it. Since
they were unable to celebrate the holiday of Sukkot at its proper
time in early autumn, the victorious Maccabees decided it should
be celebrated once they rededicated the temple, which they did
on the 25th day of the Hebrew month of Kislev in 164 B.C. Since
Sukkot lasts eight days, this became the time frame adopted for
Hanukkah.

Source: Judaism 101 (www.jewfaq.com), Myjewishlearning.com
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2005

It's partially covered with shin-
gles, sports several colors of fading
paint, and has a gap in one side
where a bathroom was attached,
but old No. 67 is finally back
where it belongs - in a railroad
yard.
DavidBird, sitemanager for the

Roundhouse Railroad Museum,
said Wednesday morning the
"fairly rare" wooden passenger car
was a day coach and was built for
the Georgia Railroad Co.Looking
through a hole in the railcar's ceil-
ing, he pointed to the words
"Safety, Courtesy, Service." That
was the Georgia Railroad's slogan
back when the Augusta-based
company was competing with the
Central ofGeorgia, he said.
"It will take us a couple of years

to restore it," Bird said.
A sign on the back of one of its

doors says the car was built in
1911, but Bird is convinced it's
much older.
JohnHankey, former curator of

the B&O Railroad Museum in
Baltimore and a leading railroad
historian, said the car was built in
the 1880s, according toBird, a 37-
year-old graduate of Indiana
University of Pennsylvania.
The next chapter of the car's

story came in "1941 or 1942" when
it was removed from the tracks and
turned into a house, saidBird.This
occurred about the time when
Camp Gordon was becoming a
major Army installation, greatly
expanding the need for housing in
theAugusta area.
"I can't think of any other rail-

road museum that has a car that
was once used as a home," said
Bird.
By the mid-1990s, the car had

undergone more changes. It had
been used as an office and as a
crafts store when Cindy Bryson of
Martinez, a suburb of Augusta,

came across it.
"It had been sitting there for a

long time and had a 'for sale' sign,"
said Bryson in a telephone inter-
view. The old car was exactly what
she was looking for. "My husband's
company (Bryson Heating and
Cooling) works on Trane air-condi-
tioning, so I thought, 'That wouldbe
neat,'" she said.
The Brysons bought the car and

worked out of it for about three
years.When it became too small for
their office needs, she wanted the
car moved and restored. She soon
realized that would be impractical.
"It would take me forever to do it,"
she said.<Her efforts to find the car
a new home took on a sense of
urgency when the owner of the
property onwhich it sat "threatened
to take a backhoe and knock it
down."

An Augustamuseum was unable
to take it, she said, but put her in
touch with the Roundhouse. She
wasmore than happy to donate the
car to the Savannah museum. "It
would have killed me to see it
destroyed," she said.
There was still one more worry,

though - the trip to its new home.
Two cranes gingerly loaded the 63-
foot-long car onto a flatbed truck
Tuesday morning, and it arrived in
Savannah that afternoon.
Wednesdaymorning, it was careful-
ly lifted off the truck and placed
inside theRoundhouse grounds.
No onewas happier than Bryson.
"I'm so glad it's got a new home,"

she said from her company's
Martinez office. "I worried all night
long about it getting there."
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MEDIA: ADOBE PHOTOSHOP 

PHOTOGRAPH RETOUCH
 BY: JASON E. AXTELL

MEDIA: ADOBE PHOTOSHOP



WILD OCEAN: “GALÅPAGOS”
PUBLISHER: SKYHORSE PUBLISHING / ORIGINAL B&W ART BY: MATT DEMBICKI

MEDIA: PHOTOSHOP / SIZE: 10.75” x 10.75”



MR. BIG, PAGE 86
PUBLISHER: SKYHORSE PUBLISHING / ORIGINAL B&W ART BY: MATT DEMBICKI

MEDIA: PHOTOSHOP / PRINT SIZE: 6.5” X 10”



ARYA’S REVENGE
BY: JASON E. AXTELL

MEDIA: GRAPHITE, PHOTOSHOP / SIZE: 11” x 17”

DARK LEGACY: CELESTIAL DRAGON
PUBLISHER: BRYAN TILLMAN
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